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his intention of going away by the next train.
The friend then told him that an Australian
was dying in the hotel, and that his wife was
very anxious to find a clergyman. The dignitary
went to see the lady, with the intention of offering
her his services, when he discovered that he had
met her when travelling in Australia, and that
her husband had been deeply impressed by a
sermon which he had then delivered, and had
been entreating for some days that he might
be summoned to administer the last consolations
of religion. The clergyman went in to see the
patient, administered the last rites, comforted
and encouraged him, and was with him when
he died. He afterwards told the widow the
story of his mysterious summons to Bristol,
and she replied that she had been praying night
and day that he might come, and that he had
no doubt come in answer to her prayers.
But the unsatisfactory part of the story is that
one is asked to condone the extremely unbusiness-
like, sloppy, and troublesome methods employed
by this spiritual agency. The lady knew the name
and position of the clergyman perfectly well, and
might have written or wired to him. He could
thus have been spared his aimless and mysterious